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Mission

To promote the continuous development of each student’s abilities and
strengthen their academic, artistic, and athletic talents through the practice of
values and principles, forming well-rounded individuals who act responsibly and

with global awareness.

Vision

By 2028, Colegio Albania will be recognized nationally as a benchmark institution
for its innovative and entrepreneurship-focused programs, through which all
students maximize their talents within a framework of educational excellence,

values, and principles.

1. Language Philosophy

Language is fundamental to all successful learning and is an integral part of
every academic process across the curriculum. It plays an essential role in
developing internationally minded individuals with intercultural understanding.
At the heart of cognitive growth lies language, through which meaning and
knowledge are constructed—both of which are essential for social
communication and emotional well-being, and directly influence learning.
Students’ own language(s) and culture(s) play a central role in this process.
Reading, writing, visual communication, and oral expression are intrinsically
important to learning. Therefore, all teachers share responsibility for supporting
students in acquiring and using language accurately and effectively, regardless

of the subject taught.

At Colegio Albania, our goal is to foster in students the ability to think and
express themselves with precision, clarity, confidence, and creativity in at least
two languages. The development of more than one language enriches personal
growth, provides cognitive advantages, and is essential to the development of
international-mindedness. We strive to address the specific challenges faced by
students who are learning in a language other than their mother tongue by
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implementing a well-structured bilingual program (Spanish and English) across

all school sections.

All students are encouraged to express themselves and develop communication
skills through a variety of media (technological, artistic, kinesthetic) and
modalities (listening, speaking, reading, and writing), among others. We address
the diverse communication needs of our students through differentiated
instruction, strategies, and activities. We are committed to providing a learning
environment that promotes and supports effective communication and language

development.

As part of our commitment to continuous improvement in language instruction,
we are implementing programs that support student progress at all levels. In
this regard, best practices such as guided reading, balanced literacy, and other
evidence-based instructional strategies are playing an increasingly important
role in strengthening students’ language use. We believe that increasing
engagement and systematic monitoring of these approaches will ensure that
every student develops their full potential to become an effective, lifelong

communicator.

2. Fundamental Principles of Colegio Albania

e All teachers are responsible for the development of students’ language
skills, and high standards of linguistic performance are expected in every
class.

e Students use both Spanish and English to develop language skills as tools
for inquiry and the acquisition of new knowledge. Teachers and students
are expected to promote the consistent use of the corresponding language
of instruction.

e Teachers, parents, students, school leaders, and other stakeholders must
serve as exemplary models in the pursuit of strong language skills and

work collaboratively to establish and maintain high standards.
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e Language instruction must be consistent and developmentally
appropriate, allowing all students to learn at their own pace while
demonstrating continuous growth, regardless of their initial level of
proficiency.

e Language support is provided to meet the needs of all students, including
those requiring additional academic support. Staff work with all learners
to ensure they achieve functional language proficiency through
opportunities both inside and outside the classroom, including intensive
English and/or Spanish programs, tutoring, and additional support as
needed.

e Stakeholders are expected to engage in ongoing research and apply new
knowledge related to language teaching and learning.

e Continuous feedback supports language development through diverse
forms of assessment, including both differentiated and standardized
measures.

e Language learning involves learning the language itself, learning about
the language, and learning through the language.

e Students are provided with an interactive and dynamic environment in
which to develop language skills, with exposure to a wide range of
resources.

e A variety of instructional strategies are implemented to address different
learning styles and enhance the development of language skills.

e Critical thinking and reasoning skills are fostered through planned
transdisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and multidisciplinary units of study.

e A positive attitude toward reading, writing, and oral communication is
actively encouraged and cultivated.

e Respect for students’ own cultural identities, as well as those of others, is

promoted and strengthened.
3. Language Programme in the PYP

3.1 Language Profile
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In order to promote inquiry-based language learning within the context of the
Primary Years Programme (PYP), Colegio Albania integrates the teaching and
learning of language through the transdisciplinary Programme of Inquiry. The

development of language skills is a vital component of students’ overall growth.

All students receive enriched language instruction in which English serves as the
language of instruction for Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Information
Technology, Library, and English classes. Other subjects such as Spanish, Art,
Music, Drama, Physical Education, Local Social Studies, Skills Workshop, and

Religion are taught in Spanish.

In Flyers, the language of instruction is Spanish in order to strengthen students’
mother tongue, build confidence, and foster communicative intent. This strong
linguistic foundation enables students to transfer these skills to English learning,
encouraging a natural and progressive transition. By developing a rich
vocabulary and practicing effective communication in their mother tongue,
students are better prepared to engage with English in meaningful and authentic

ways.

In Pre-Kindergarten, instruction begins in the mother tongue. Exposure to the
second language at this stage occurs through technological resources
(platforms, applications, and other digital tools) available at the schooal,
supporting the development of neural linguistic connections that facilitate
English acquisition. This process gradually evolves toward more structured
second-language instruction by the end of the school year. In Kindergarten,
students transition into immersive English classrooms, and this immersion

continues throughout the programme.

During the early years of the PYP, the language acquisition process is
intentionally developed. Literacy instruction is grounded in communication
rather than mere decoding. The approach to language learning includes

understanding language in its essence and structure, learning how it functions
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as a communication tool, and using it as a vehicle for transdisciplinary knowledge

acquisition.

At Colegio Albania, we believe that acquiring two languages—aligned with
learning about different cultures—provides students with opportunities to
develop international-mindedness, supported by the attributes of the IB Learner
Profile established by the International Baccalaureate. Through exposure to and
experience with a second language (English), students are encouraged to
develop intercultural awareness, broaden their perspectives, cultivate curiosity,

and appreciate the richness of global diversity.

We also believe that the development of the mother tongue is essential to
maintaining cultural identity and emotional stability. Students are provided with
extensive opportunities to develop communication skills. Instructional time
promotes cognitive growth through meaningful language use, enriches personal
development, and helps students value other languages and cultures. A strong
foundation in the mother tongue allows students to develop robust literacy skills,
reflect on their own learning processes, and recognize key language concepts

and thinking skills.

Through the Programme of Inquiry, the various language skills—speaking,
listening, viewing, presenting, reading, and writing—are developed and
assessed. If a student does not reach the expected level of proficiency in any of
these areas, the school provides targeted support services through the Language

Acquisition Programme and the Student Support Programme.

We adopt a Balanced Literacy approach that supports inquiry within the PYP,
self-management, and the development of lifelong competent readers and
writers. This programme begins in kindergarten and continues throughout the
Primary Years Programme to strengthen essential literacy skills. The Workshop
Model is implemented to ensure coherence in instructional approaches and is

based on the Units of Study for Teaching Reading and Writing developed by
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Teachers College at Columbia University. This ensures high-quality processes in

language acquisition.

3.2 Language Acquisition Programme

The PYP Language Acquisition Programme is designed to support students who
require assistance in strengthening their language skills, enabling them to be
successful in their learning processes. The mission of the programme is to ensure
that each language learner develops linguistically, academically, and cognitively
within a supportive environment. The programme structure provides support in

two ways: through practices implemented both inside and outside the classroom.

Practices Implemented Outside the Classroom

e Use of comprehensible input that takes into account the student’s
language proficiency level and prior experience.

e Consideration of the student’s receptive understanding of English.

e Building upon the student’s existing thinking processes and language
abilities.

e Integration of each student’s language development within content
instruction.

e Emphasis on developing communicative skills so that students can

successfully interact with instructional content, peers, and teachers.

Practices Implemented Within the Classroom

e A smooth transition from the Language Acquisition Programme to the
regular classroom, where instruction is delivered in English.

e Adjustments to the language demands of lessons, including:

o Modification of speech rate and clarity.

o Use of modeling and contextual clues to support understanding.

o Connection between instruction and the student’s prior
experiences.

8
Approved by the Board of Directors and the Academic Council (January 2026).



o Adaptation of language in texts and assigned tasks.
o Use of varied resources such as visual aids and graphic organizers,
as well as strategies such as demonstrations and cooperative

learning, to ensure that instruction is accessible to all students.
Completion of the Language Acquisition Programme

The following criteria are considered when evaluating a student’s readiness to

exit the Language Acquisition Programme:

e Observations from both the Language Acquisition teacher and grade-level
teachers who provide instruction in English.

e Achievement of grade-level average performance in subject areas where
English is the language of instruction.

e MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) scores and demonstrated growth.

e Results from the WIDA assessment.

After reviewing and analyzing the student’s data, each case is discussed during
the grade-level follow-up meeting for a final decision and subsequently

presented to the Promotion and Evaluation Committee.
3.3 Language Assessment

Language assessment in the PYP at Colegio Albania is an ongoing process
grounded in continuous observation and meaningful feedback across all areas of

language development and related skills.

We have implemented a wide range of assessment methods, including portfolios,
reading records, self-assessment and peer assessment, rubrics, three-way
conferences, and standardized assessments such as the MAP (Measures of
Academic Progress) and WIDA tests. Additionally, individual and group student-
teacher conferences are conducted within the Balanced Literacy Programme to

monitor progress and support continued language development.
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4. Language Programme in the Middle Years Programme (MYP) and
the Diploma Programme (DP)
4.1 Language Profile

In order to promote the continuous development of language through inquiry
within the framework of the International Baccalaureate, emphasis is placed on

the mastery of linguistic skills, content, and concepts.

Students receive enriched instruction in which English is the language of
instruction in subjects such as English, Global Social Studies, Integrated
Sciences, Chemistry, Biology, Art, and Technology. In Mathematics, instruction
is delivered in either English or Spanish, depending on the group. Other
subjects—including Spanish, Music, Drama, Physical Education, Local Social
Studies, Religion, Mathematics, Physics, Philosophy, History, and Design—are

taught in Spanish.

In both English and Spanish classes, students study Language and Literature
from Grade 5 through Grade 9. Language Acquisition courses are also offered
during these grades. These courses are structured in phases to support

differentiation and the progressive development of language skills.

In the Diploma Programme (Grades 10 and 11), the following subject options
are offered: Spanish A: Literature; English A: Language and Literature; Spanish
B; English B; and Language Acquisition courses. As a result of immersion and
experience in a second language (English or Spanish), students are encouraged
to develop intercultural awareness, broaden their perspectives, and cultivate an

appreciation for global diversity.

All teachers at Colegio Albania are language teachers. Therefore, we believe in
reinforcing the appropriate use of structural and pragmatic elements of both
languages across subject areas, providing students with opportunities to develop
international-mindedness supported by the attributes of the IB Learner Profile

established by the International Baccalaureate.
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4.2 Instruction in Spanish and English
All students take language classes in both Spanish and English.
Spanish

e Grades 5-7: 6 hours per rotation
e Grades 8-9: 5 hours per rotation

e Grades 10-11 (Diploma Programme):

o Spanish A: Literature (Higher Level): 6 hours per rotation
o If Spanish is taken as Language B, it also carries an intensity of 6

hours per rotation
English
e Grades 5-9:
o English A: Language and Literature — 6 hours per rotation
e Grades 10-11 (Diploma Programme):

o English A: Language and Literature (Higher Level): 6 hours per
rotation

o English B: 6 hours per rotation
English: Language Acquisition
e Grades 5-11: 6 hours per rotation

Depending on student needs and staffing considerations, approximately half of
the classes in other subject areas are offered in English, while the other half are

offered in Spanish.

4.3 Language Level Placement and Promotion in English Classes
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Upon entering the Middle Years Programme (MYP), Year 1 students are grouped
based on recommendations from primary teachers and MAP assessment results.
Within the MYP, courses are offered in Language A, Language B, and Language
Acquisition. Small groups are organized to provide students with ample

opportunities to develop language proficiency.

Students also receive support in other subject areas taught in English
(Mathematics, Integrated Sciences, Biology, Chemistry, Global and Local Social
Studies) through in-class support or shadow assistance to facilitate content

comprehension. This support is provided according to staff availability.

Throughout the school year and at its conclusion, student performance is
evaluated to determine promotion from the Language Acquisition class to
Language A. Promotion decisions are based on classroom performance as well
as standardized assessment results (MAP and WIDA), and writing and reading

assessments.

Criteria for Completion of the Language Acquisition Programme

The following criteria are considered when evaluating a student’s readiness to

exit the Language Acquisition Programme:

e Observations from both the Language Acquisition teacher and grade-level
teachers who provide instruction in English.

e Achievement of grade-level average performance in subject areas where
English is the language of instruction.

e MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) scores and demonstrated growth.

e Results from the WIDA assessment.

After analyzing the student’s data, each case is discussed during the grade-level
follow-up meeting for a final decision and subsequently presented to the

Evaluation and Promotion Committee.
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The English Unlimited Placement Test is used to assess English proficiency for
students who have previously taken English classes before enrolling at the
school. Students who enter with little or no English proficiency are placed in

Language Acquisition classes.

4.4 Language Acquisition Programme: English / Spanish

The English/Spanish Language Acquisition Programme has been implemented to
address the diverse needs of students. Those who demonstrate little or no
proficiency in English or Spanish are placed in classes that follow the guidelines
established in the Language Acquisition Guide of the International

Baccalaureate.

The programme is structured in phases, which are used to assess and monitor
students’ progress. When necessary, second-language teachers design
assessments and study guides in the students’ mother tongue to ensure their

understanding of subject-specific concepts within the content areas.

5. English and Spanish in the Middle Years Programme (Grades 5-9)
5.1 Language A in the MYP

English Language A (Language and Literature) in the MYP is offered to students
whose reading, writing, and speaking skills in English are sufficiently developed

to study the language through literature.

Spanish Language A (Language and Literature) classes are mandatory for

students whose mother tongue is Spanish.

All IB MYP classes are framed within the philosophy of the International
Baccalaureate and focus on providing international standards for language

study.

Throughout the year, students are assessed using the Language A criteria

corresponding to Years 1, 3, and 5, and are consistently challenged to increase
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their level of proficiency. Promotion to Language A or Language B is determined
based on classroom progress and MAP assessment results. Students are
evaluated according to the established criteria and are expected to demonstrate

continuous growth in their level of competence.

Adaptations to instruction and assessment are implemented when recommended

by the Student Support Team.

5.2 Language B in the MYP

Language B classes are also offered in the MYP to meet the needs of our diverse
student population. Small class groups are organized to provide students with

ample opportunities to develop language proficiency.

Students receive additional support in subjects taught in English through in-class
assistance (shadowing) to facilitate comprehension of content. This support is

provided according to staff availability.

All classes follow the guidelines established by the International Baccalaureate
and are aligned with the MYP language curriculum, challenging students to

progressively increase their proficiency levels.

5.3 English and Spanish in the Diploma Programme (Grades 10-
11)

The Head of Department and the English/Spanish teachers of MYP Year 5 (Grade
9) meet to make recommendations regarding placement in Language A or
Language B upon entry into the Diploma Programme. Additional factors such as
students’ personal interests and the range of courses offered by the school are

also considered.
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As in the MYP, Spanish A (Literature) is mandatory for students whose native

language is Spanish.

Adaptations to instruction and assessment may be implemented when

necessary, based on recommendations from the Student Support Team.

5.4 Assessment of Language Classes

Language assessment in the MYP at Colegio Albania is an ongoing process based
on continuous observation and meaningful feedback across all language areas
and skills. A wide range of assessment strategies and tools is implemented,
including portfolios, reading records, self-assessment and peer assessment,

rubrics, MAP testing, and student-teacher conferences.

Students in both the MYP and the DP are continuously assessed using rubrics
and criteria approved by the Diploma Programme of the International
Baccalaureate. The results of standardized assessments such as MAP and the

national Saber tests are used by the school to establish improvement plans.

5.5 American Diploma

To obtain the American Diploma, students must achieve a minimum TOEFL score

of 4, or a minimum score of 490 in the Reading and Writing section of the SAT.

5.6 1IB Bilingual Diploma

Candidates are eligible for the IB Bilingual Diploma if they meet one of the

following conditions established by the International Baccalaureate:
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e Successfully complete two Group 1 courses (Studies in Language and
Literature) in different languages.

e Successfully complete one or more subjects from the Individuals and
Societies group or the Sciences group in a language different from the one

chosen for their Group 1 Language and Literature course.

16
Approved by the Board of Directors and the Academic Council (January 2026).



